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	It is too bad that some time in church we could not read an entire Gospel. Of course, you are sitting there thinking that only a preacher would wish for that. Imagine if you will if on Sunday morning you all came to church and all of us myself included sat in the pews and a lector got up and simply read to us a Gospel, say Matthew’s Gospel. When he got done we could say a few prayers and go home. Wouldn’t that be great?
	The obvious problem is that our attention spans are not long enough to tolerate that. The liturgy may be repetitive, but at least it gets on with something new every few minutes or so. It is not the same thing for the whole hour, much less the several hours it would take to read an entire Gospel out loud. I remember at a pastor’s conference the leader of the conference read the Gospel of John out loud to us. He encouraged us not to follow along in our Bibles, but just listen. Of course he knew that some people would have trouble listening unless they read along and he allowed those folks to read along. It took him two hours at least to read through the entire Gospel of John while we sat there. It was amazing. It was wonderful. It was also tedious. When he got done and asked us what we thought. One elderly pastor said, “What did you do that for? I could have read that at home myself!”
	Well, aside from that, why on earth would I wish for such a thing? What would be so good about reading an entire Gospel for church on Sunday morning? Well, it would give you the whole Jesus and the whole Jesus is what we are all about.

	You get the whole Jesus over the course of a year. This is Matthew’s year. Practically all of the Gospel readings will come from Matthew’s Gospel this year. Therefore starting in Advent and going to the Last Sunday of the Church Year near Thanksgiving you will have heard most of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew. So over a year you do get the whole Jesus.
	But you get Him in snippets. You get little pieces of Jesus. We read a few verses every Sunday. What about the rest of Him? Well maybe reading Jesus in a few snippets isn’t such a bad thing either. It makes us focus on a different part of Jesus every Sunday.
	I remember meeting a pastor in Colorado. Christy and I went to worship with his congregation. It was two weeks after he was ordained and installed as their pastor. He was fresh out of seminary. Once he found out that I was a brother pastor, he invited Christy and me to lunch. He paid for it, so that wasn’t bad. When we sat down he asked me, “How do you come up with new things to say in sermons?” I thought to myself, “Man, brother, are you in trouble!” He was only two weeks in and he was starting to repeat himself. Maybe some of you laypeople have experienced pastors who repeated themselves. It seemed that no matter what the occasion was on which they were preaching they said the same thing.
	Dr. Meyer talks about this problem. He calls it, “the bus ride to the cross.” In other words many Lutheran pastors believe that unless you have mentioned that Jesus died to take away the congregation’s sins, you haven’t preached the Gospel to them. You have to say that in order to have preached Gospel to them. I used to be this way. It is all fine and good until the congregation has heard a year of this kind of preaching. After a year they begin to think to themselves, is that all this guy has got? Hasn’t he got anything else? This guy on television has more interesting things to say. I’ll listen to him.
	Now if the Bible were to only talk about the cross of Jesus Christ as the Gospel and nothing else then that kind of preaching would be fine. But the Bible talks about the Gospel in all kinds of ways. We dare not limit ourselves to just one.
	Sometimes Jesus is doing one thing and sometimes Jesus is doing something else. Sometimes Jesus raises the dead. Sometimes Jesus is healing diseases. Sometimes Jesus is teaching. Sometimes Jesus is forgiving sins. It is all Gospel. All of it is appropriate as our Lord sees fit.

	Now why am I going on and on about this? This is a worship service not a seminar on preaching. The reason that I am going on and on about this is because people you need all of Jesus, not just a part of Him. Do you need the Jesus who died on the cross to take away your sins? You bet you do, but you also need the Jesus who raised the dead. And while the death and resurrection of Jesus are the most important things that our Lord did they comprise only the last couple of chapters of each of the Gospels except John which has an extra chapter.
	In Matthew 27 our Lord is crucified. In Matthew 28 our Lord is raised. There are twenty six chapters of a whole lot of other things that our Lord did. Those things are important as well. You need those things also. You and I need the miracle that Jesus performed to demonstrate that He had authority on earth to forgive sins. You and I need to know about the other miracles that Jesus performed and what they mean for us. You and I need to hear the parables of Jesus and the other things that Jesus taught. We need these things so that when Jesus does go and die for our sins we know what it means. When He does go and rise from the dead, we know what means. And we don’t just know what it means we know what it means for us. We need all of Jesus not simply pieces of Him. We cannot deal with snippets of Jesus. We cannot have a Reader’s Digest Jesus. We need the extended long play version. We dare not leave a piece of Him out. For it is all of Jesus who saved us, not just His death and resurrection. Granted His death and resurrection are the heart and center of everything, but they are not everything. There are other things. After all we go to Christmas services along with Good Friday and Easter services.

	Jesus preaches both Law and Gospel.
	For those of you who may not know or those of you who have forgotten Law is any time God commands something or forbids something. So when God says, “You shall not murder,” He is forbidding a course of action that is sinful. When He says, “Honor your father and your mother,” He is laying an obligation on us for a certain course of action. To omit such actions that God commands is sin. Law is accompanied by threats and rewards. If you keep God’s commandments, He promises to reward you. He will even promise you eternal life and salvation if you keep all of His laws perfectly. He also threatens people who break the Law. Being God there is no one who threatens better than He does. If you break God’s Law He threatens to punish you forever in hell. That is the Law in a nutshell.
	The Gospel is any time God gives you something without first requiring that you meet a condition. In other words God gives you air to breathe without first requiring that you do something in order to obtain such air. That is Gospel. Gospel is more commonly associated with eternal salvation. In other words God gives you eternal life for free as a gift. That is Gospel. There is no requirement that must be fulfilled in order to obtain the gift. God simply decides to give it to you for free.
	The Gospel can also be thought of as whenever God promises you something without requiring anything in return. For example a gift of God may be the forgiveness of sins which He gives right now. A promise of God is when He tells you that you will rise on the Last Day to live forever with Him. It hasn’t happened yet, but God says that it will happen. It is a promise that He makes. There is nothing required from you in either case.
	That is why the forgiveness of sins is Gospel. God gives it to you. When He forgives you of your sins, you are no longer held responsible for keeping the Law. If you were responsible for keeping the Law in order to gain everlasting life, then you would never gain it because God’s Law must be kept perfectly in order to obtain everlasting life. When God forgives you of your sins, He is releasing from the responsibility of keeping the Law. That is why when God is doing Gospel He gives everything to you for free. That is why Jesus says, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
	A person needs both Law and Gospel in order to actually live forever. I know that sounds strange because the two things are almost polar opposites. The Law says do it or you are dead. The Gospel releases you from having to do anything and you live forever. Nevertheless a person still needs Law and Gospel in order to live forever. You cannot do without either one. You must have them both.
	If a person does without the Gospel and listens only to Law all of the time either one of two things will happen: either that person will become a hypocritical Pharisee who believes that he or she has kept all of the commandments that God requires for everlasting life or they will despair because they have broken the Law and will fear that they are eternally damned. For the Pharisee, such a person listens to the Law and hears that God requires certain things in order to receive eternal life. The Pharisee figures that he or she has done all that God requires. Therefore God owes them everlasting life. Such people are arrogant. They go around looking down on other people who do not keep God’s Law. They figure that they are better than other people because they figure that they have kept God’s Law. For the people who despair the opposite is the problem. They know that they have broken God’s Law so they figure that there is no hope for them. They will be eternally damned. Neither of these attitudes is faith. Jesus is after neither one of these attitudes. Jesus is after faith. That is why Jesus gives you both Law and Gospel.
	If a person does without the Law and goes only with Gospel there is a chance that such a person will become a Pharisee. If the Law never dresses him or her down for their sins, but promises salvation unconditionally, such a person might become convinced that the real reason God is giving them salvation is because they are basically a good person. But with most people the Gospel is gibberish nonsense without the Law.
	The Gospel tells you that your sins are forgiven and promises you eternal life in spite of your sins. That doesn’t make any sense at all if you don’t believe that you are a sinner. There is no hope in the Gospel if you don’t believe that you are a sinner. I’ve told people who did not believe that they had done anything wrong that their sins were forgiven. It’s like they didn’t hear what I said. Now they heard me well enough, but if they don’t believe they have done anything wrong, they cannot see how it is relevant that their sins are forgiven. They go on and talk about something else and we get no where. It is not until they admit their sins that they find joy when I tell them that their sins are forgiven. The woman caught in adultery rejoiced when Jesus told her that He did not condemn her because she knew she was in trouble! You understand what I am saying? The Pharisees did not rejoice at the forgiveness of their sins because they figured that they had not done anything wrong.
	Law and Gospel work together in concert. The Law points out your sins and tells you that you deserve eternal hell fire for what you have done. The Gospel then comes along and says that the sins for which you deserve eternal hell fire are forgiven for the sake of Jesus and everything that He has done in particular His death upon the cross. Therefore you will receive eternal life in spite of what you have done. It gives confidence without giving arrogance.

	Now why am I engaged in an analysis of all of this? On a typical Sunday morning I get on with actually preaching Law and Gospel. I don’t sit around and talk about them. Usually I preach. I don’t talk about preaching. Isn’t enough that we listen to you preach, pastor? Must we listen to you preach about preaching?
	Ok here’s the deal. Jesus does both Law and Gospel. Being the Son of God, He does them perfectly. He knows exactly when we need to hear the Law. He knows exactly when we need to hear the Gospel. For this we need all of Jesus, not just the parts of Jesus that we like, not just the parts of Jesus that we know. We need all of Jesus. We need Jesus.
	So when I set Jesus in front of you, no matter what Sunday it is, I am setting before you life and good and death and evil. Love Jesus, your God, to go in His ways, all of His ways, to observe the things that He has instituted for you and the decisions that He makes in your regard. Do this and you will live and you will increase and the Lord your God will bless you.
	But if your face turns away from Jesus and you will not listen to Him no matter what He is saying and you will repel Him, then you will find yourself worshipping another God, usually one of your own imagination or yourself and you will serve this other god. You will be a slave to it. I tell you today, that if you do that, you will surely perish. There will no eternal life for you. Your days will not be long.
	I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that life and death I have set before you. Jesus I have set before you. I have set before the blessing and the cursing. And you will choose life so that you and your children will live. You will choose Jesus so that you and your children will live, to love Jesus, your God, to listen to what He has to say and to be joined with Him. He is your life and the length of your days.

	In the Name of Jesus. Amen.
